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Plea for 
nderstanding 


ORTH remembering next 
time you hear or read of 
: an atrocity are the follow- 
ng reasons, given by a non- 
pacifist journalist, for thinking 
twice before believing it, and 
especially before concluding that 
the person alleged to have com- 
mitted it ig by nature inhuman. 
In a despatch from Naples (which 
the Germans largely destroyed to 
hinder as much as possible the ad- 
vancing Allies), published in the Daily 
Express on Nov. 1, Alan Moorehead, 
besides showing how unreliable atro- 
city stories very often are, gives a 
remarkably objective explanation of 
how men come to do atrocious things. 
It is—whether intended so or not—a 
plea for understanding instead of un- 
reasoning hatred. 
(In the following extract we have 
inserted our own cross-headings.) 


BETTER PERSPECTIVE 


“I have not reported one-tenth of the atrocity 
stories I have been told, partly because they 
were all much the same, but mostly because I 
had no means of checking them. 

“But now I think I have seen and heard 
enough ‘to say that you cannot believe al] the 
stories. There have been many frightful atro- 
cities which are now fully documented. The 
results have been photographed by Army photo- 
graphie units. 

“But at least half the stories are examples 
not so much of German cruelty as of the 
fortune of war. 

“This is written not to excuse the Germana, 
which is impossible, but to get the matter in a 
better perspective. 


AS YOU LIKE IT 


“Many Italians have the common Mediter- 
ranean failing of telling you not what is 
strictly true, but what they believe you want 
to hear, They believe we want to hear the 
worst possible things about the Germans, so 
they blame everything on the Germans. 

“These stories grow as they pass from mouth 
to mouth until one death becomes 10, and 
arson, rape, and bestiality are added to the 
report, 

“You can see the bodies all right. There are 
many frightful sights among the villages. But 
it is rarely possible to say definitely whether 
the people died from a mortar shell: aimed at 
the Allies, om by cold-blooded murder. 


“EVERYONE AGAINST HIM” 


“The mood of the German Army now is 
certainly one of ruthless toughness towards the 
Italians. Possibly this mood springs from fear 
as well as hate. An insulting word or an act 
of minor sabotage is enough to make the young 
Nazi take a savage and instantaneous revenge 
with rifle and bayonet. 

“He feels that everyone is against him, that 
he can never sleep safely at night without a 
guard, and that he is constantly being betrayed 
and hindered by Italian civilians. 

“So he takes revenge on women and children 
in a kind of blood Just, and his officers do 
nothing to stop him. 

“‘Nobody here sees clearly how this horror ia 
going to be stopped...” 

Does it never occur to them that 
war only intensifies that mood in 
which the atrocity is committed, or 
that the most likely way to stop this 
horror is to try to change the mood? 


THE RENEWAL OF 
CIVILIZATION 


1 SELDOM find myself in total 
agreement with any diagnosis 
of the extreme sickness of western 
society: therefore it ig with peculiar 
pleasure that I register my _ total 
agreement with Mr. Christopher 
Dawson’s address to the National 
Peace Council: “The Renewal of 
Civilization” (NPC, 4d.). 

I mention it here because the address might 
well serve as an explanation of the purposes 
of the independent press and publishing house 
to he established by the Peace News Fund. It 
is to be the vehicle of our contribution towards 
the renewal 9f civilization. 

“The greatest of all the dangers that threaten 
modern culture (says Mr Dawson) is its de- 
generation into a hejonistic mass-civilization of 
the cinema, ;¢he picture paper, and the dance 
hall, where the individual, the family, the 
class, and the nation all dissolve into a human 
herd without personality, traditions, or beliefs.” 
There is no quick way to salvation: it is a 
long-term struggle. 

£30 10s. 6d. 


Contributions from Oct. 25: 
Total to date: £4,945 10s. 6d. 
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DOWN Hitler! 


UP Woolworth’s! 


“The desire of a majority of the girls” —in the Services—for an after- 
the-war England can be summarized as ‘Hitler hanged and a Woolworth’s 


in every suburb and village’.” 


That is the finding of a writer in The Catholic Herald who has been 


giving lectures, talks, and classes to the Services for two years. 


The 


finding of Mass-Observation with regard to the girls in a war factory, 
though not so pungent, is equally depressing, 

Wilfred Wellock, in the following article, discusses a fundamental 
cause of the debasement of human values which has occurred, and is 


steadily proceeding, in 
democracy. 


HE last two or three genera- 
tions of the Western world 
have been nourished on the 

gospel of cheapness. So powerfully 
has that gospel been presented to 
them, that even large sections of the 
Chureh have swallowed it whole, 
regarded it as a fundamental law of 
civilization, and then sought to bring 
the Christian Gospel into harmony 


+ with it. 


Yet few principles have had more 
disastrous consequenceg than that of 
cheapness. They include the trans- 
mutation of man from a human 
person into a robot, the flooding of 
the world’s markets with shoddy 
goodg intended only for a brief exist- 
enee, a growing tendency to sub- 
stitute uniformity for variety in the 
things produced, and increasingly to 
foree the individual into the moulds 
of fashion and so complete the pro- 
cess of dehumanization which the 
system of mass production began. 
The international consequences, which 
are equally disastrous, arose from 
the necessity: of capturing the world’s 
marketg in order to feed the machines 
that were being set up, and so in- 
erease the flow of profits. It ap- 
peared to be taken for granted that 
if machinery could produce cheaper 
goods than could be produced by 
hand. the nations which owned_ the 
machines had the right to force those 
goods upon unwilling purchasers by 
means of power politics—gunboats in 
the first instance. but later on by the 
more subtle methods of financial and 
economic pressure. 

That policy completely upset the 
national economy in the countries 
thus “benefited” by cheap commodi- 
ties, and plunged millions of innocent 
and peaceful village folk into pitiless 
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the minds of 


the citizens of our post-war 


and hopeless poverty. which in many 
eases, as in India, has persisted to 
the present day. 


RESULT OF MONOPOLY 


But the evil did not stop there. In 
due course the white populations of 
the West possessed a monopoly of 
machine production, in consequence of 
which the world has become divided 
into primary 4nd secondary produc- 
ing countries, to the financial] advan- 
tage of the latter and wholly against 
the wishes of the former. 

It lay in the power of the owners 
of machines to make huge profits, 
and then, by reason of their financial 
strength, to force down the prices of 
agricultural and other primary pro- 
duce to starvation levels, and so raise 
their own standard of living at the 
expense of the agriculture countries, 
and even of their own agricultural 
community. 

This process gave rise to fierce 
competition between the _ industrial 
nations for the world’s markets, which 
culminated in a world-revolution 
that inside thirty years has produced 
two world wars. In the present war, 
moreover, a new revolt has appeared, 
that of the  primary-producing 
nationg against the domination of 
the industrial nations, while inside 
that revolt are growing signs of the 
revolt of the coloured races against 
that same domination, which to them 
manifests itself as a racial conflict. 

Now all these items, including two 
world wars, various world slumps, and 
the cost of still greater conflicts and 
revolts to come, have to be brought 
into the reckoning when estimating 
the value of cheapness as an eco- 
nomie and socig! principle. A mere 
glance at the facts reveals at once 
that the fetish of cheapness has 
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Mloseow Suecess ? 


PRESS propaganda is keyed to 

Roosevelt's original announce- 
ment that the Moscow Conference 
was “a tremendous success.” The 
Times Ankara correspondent (Nov. 4) 
gilded the lily. Turkey has been most 


impressed by 

“the human touch that is perceptible in almost 
every line and which lends to the statement ®& 
note of completeness and sincerity rarely to be 
found in documents of that sort.” 


The soberest comment is that of the 
Economist (Nov. 6). There are three 
stages in the task of the United 
Nations: (1) military victory, (2) the 
interregnum of armistice and occupa- 
tion, (3) the building of a permanent 
structure of international co-opera- 
tion; and (3) depends just as much on 
(2) as (1). “e" 

On (1) any Russian suspicions of 


Allied half-heartedness have “pre- 
sumably been dispelled”: on (3) 
“really striking agreement” was 


reached, for both USA and Russia 
have abandoned their isolationism. 


The Real Problems 


Bur optimism is chastened by the 
reflection that “the hopeful plans” 
for (3) depend on what is done in 
(2). Here lie the real problems. 
“The status of the Polish Government, the 
frontiers of Poland, the struggle between the 
partiaans and the official military forcea in 


both Poland and Yugoslavia, the status of the 
Balkan Governments, the attitude to be adopted 
immediately towards Badoglio and subsequently 
towards Germany and the satellites, the general 
pattern of European reconstruction, federa- 
tions, regional groupings, or a single European 
council—all these were, and are, problems of 
such importance that any one of them, neg- 
lected or postponed, could effectively hamstring 
lasting Allied co-operation, The success of the 
Moscow Conference can only be judged by the 
measure in which these really testing questions 
were considered and a joint policy secured.” 

We might leave it at that, except 
to point out that the British public 
is entirely ignorant of decisions on 
these matters: which suggests once 
again that the democracy for which 
we are fighting is a curious thing. 
Like the rose, by any other name 1t 
would smell as sweet. 


Austria to be Free ? 


[THE declaration on Austrian, inde- 

pendence is an odd exception to 
the silence on the problems of phase 
(2). It awakeng depressing mem- 
ories. Is Austria to be once more 
prevented from joining a democratic 
Germany if she desires to do so, as 
she desired to do after the last war? 
It looks as though the only definite 
decision which the Big Three could 
take was one which involves the old. 
discredited policy of trying to weaken 
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wrought more human, social, and 
spiritual havoc, and laid upon man- 
kind greater physical and mental 
burdens than any law or principle 
that man hag ever embraced. 

The costliest things made today are 
tanks, bombers, and battleships, and 
they render man the cheapest thing in 
creation. The final product of cheap- 
ness is mechanized man, who moves 
with automatic precision from the 
assembling line to the fighting line in 
order to preserve a liberty he has 
in fact lost, did he but understand 
his condition a little better. 


PROFIT COMES FIRST 


Now for the cold douche: the 
apostles of cheapness have latterly 
abandoned their doctrine. 

They preach it as loudly as ever, 
but they buy up new inventions in 
order to suppress them, and so pre- 
serve their machinery and_ their 
markets. They practise protection 
in order to keep out the cheaper goods 
of their neighbours, while eventually 
the stronger Powers seek refuge 
against competitive cheapness in 
monopoly, imperialism, and the “con- 
tinental” economic units, which, of 
course, they are prepared to defend 
by military power. 

Nevertheless the fetish of cheapness 
must still be maintained in order 
to keep down wages and the cost of 
social legislation. 

In view of that situation, it is 
ironical that pacifists, and especially 
Christian pacifists, should zealously 
defend an outworn and socially des- 
tructive principle. 

Their object is to increase the 
leisure and income of the worker— 
what they call his standard of living. 
What they in fact do is to sanction a 
process of industrialism which com- 
pletely dehumanizes the worker and 
produces national and_ international 
conditions in which freedom, and 
finally society itself must perish. 

I have previously shown that the 
democratization of wealth and leisure 
under a system of mass production 
and power politics is a delusion. I 
am prepared to go further and say 
that the expectation of wellbeing as 
the result of wealth and leisure is also 
a delusion. 


USE OF WEALTH 


Let me put this straight question. 
If the worshipper of cheapness had 
all the money and leisure he desired, 
how would he use them? Would he 
just smoke cigarettes and drink wine 
all day long, lie in bed, read novels, 
indulge his appetites, write poems on 
the ecstasy of having nothing to do, 
run round and round the earth or 
over it in high-speed cars and aero- 
planes, or just twiddle his thumbs? 

If one is able to evade these and 
similar short-cuts to suicide, one has 
to reply much as a critic did to me 
the other day, after being hard 
pressed. He said, “What I should 
like to do is to design and build 
myself a house—actually build it 
myself. It would be great fun, and 
I’m sure I should get a real kick out 
of it.” 

It was an excellent answer; but it 
only remained for me to point out 
that what he proposed to do when he 
reached his Arcadia of leisure, I pro- 
posed everybody should do now in 
their daily avocations. 

Every man, every day, should be 
“making things for the joy of it.” 
Why should thousands of men waste 
time building mass-production pill- 
box dwellings, if afterwards you pro- 
pose to build, for the pleasure of it 
and not for profit, houses that are 
worth looking at and living in? 

If the apostles of cheapness have 
seen fit to throw over their fetish in 
the interest of profit, is it not time 
that pacifists and Christians threw it 
over in the interest of the good life. 
a life in which a man shall find good 
in his labour? 
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Famine In India 


TPHIRTY-FIVE members were pre- 

sent at the opening of the debate 
in the House on the India Famine 
(Nov. 4). By the time Mr. Amery 
had been routed out from lunch to 
read his statement the number had 
increased to 53. 


The two outstanding speeches 
were those of Sir George Schuster 
and Sir John Anderson—one in 
reasoned and weighty criticism of 
the Government of India and the 
India Office, the other in reasoned, 
but less weighty defence ‘of both. 
Both spoke from first hand experi- 
ence of Indian administration, Sir 
George as Financial Member, Sir 
John as Governor of Bengal. 


Sir George Schuster’s main criti- 
cism went right home. Sir John 
Anderson put up no defence against 
it. It was that the India Office with 
all the wealth of experience now 
available as to the effects of colossal 
Government spending on raising the 
prices of commodities essential to 
life, had done absolutely nothing to 
meet the danger. It had not fore- 
seen a situation which would have 
developed in every part of the world 
where Government expenditure on 
this scale has taken place: in the 
Middle East, in Egypt, the situation 
is essentially the same as in India. 
In Britain and America, the same 
situation would have developed had 
it not been for rigorous government 
control. 


The difference is obvious. If the 
situation had been allowed to develop 
in Britain and America, the Govern- 
ment would have been overthrown in 
universal anger. The Government 
at home dared not let it develop. 


What causes a strike of a half- 
million miners in USA causes the 
death in agony of a_ half-million 
Indians. It is no use pleading 
technica] considerations—the defici- 
encies and inadequacy of administra- 
tive personnel. It is real: real. too, 
is the impossibility of evoking by a 
wave of the official wand the com- 
plex organization of Britain in a 
continent like India. 


But not to have foreseen the coming catas- 
trophe, not to have taken the best possible 
measures to prevent it—this is surely unpar- 
donable. It is a devastating and final indict- 
ment of British rule in India: which has been 
weighed in the balance and found wanting. 
The famine in India ig the writing on the wal} 
of Belshazzar. British rule in India has failed 
where there was no excuse for its failing: in 
a realm where its powers were absolute, 


It is pitiful that, in the whole debate, no one 
aave Sir George Schuster dared breathe a 
criticism of the departing Viceroy, whose per- 
formance hag been so lamentable. When we 
contrast this moral cowardice with the indict- 
ment of Warren Hastings by Burke in the old 
days, we have a glum feeling that the virtue 
has departed from Parliament, 


By its sedulous whitewashing of Lord Lin- 
Tithgow, by its refusal directly to challenge the 
India Office and the Government, by its listless 
attendance at a debate of such infinite moral 
consequence, Parliament has made itself re- 
sponsible for the famine in India. The deaths 
of the miserable victims lie upon its conscience. 


It would be easy enough to make a scapegoat 
of Mr. Amery. for not having warned Parlia- 
ment, for not having acted. But Parliament at 
all times has had the remedy in its own hands. 
It could, if it would, have compelled the 
Government and the Government of India to 
give information and to take action, Both 
those Governments are in fact its servants: 
but Parliament has become the slave of both. 


There was no simple solution of the problem. 
It called for the serious and unremitting con- 
sideration of disinterested statesmanship. Prob- 
ably the Indian leaders themselves were un- 
aware of what was coming. But if the Govern- 
ment of India had said, three years ago: ‘Here 
ig the real danger: let all those who have at 
heart the welfare of the Indian common man 
gather themselves together to meet it”—there 
would be hove for the future of India today. 
The horizon is without a gleam. 


Unsigned articles in Peace News do not 
mecessarily represent >fficial PPU views. 
————— ee ee eee 


Neither the Peace Pledge Union nor Peace 
News itseH is necessarily committed to views 
expressed in the articles we publish. (Still 
less does the acceptance of advertisements 
imply endorsement of any views expressed or 
implied therein or PPU connection with the 
matter advertised). Contributions are wel- 
comed, though no payment is made. They 
should be typewritten, if possible, and one 
aside only of the paper should be used. They 
may not be returned unless a stamped 
addressed envelope is enclosed, nor can we 
undertake to acknowledge all correspondence 
owing to increased cose of postage. 


The Two Worlds 


TAKE up my pen this month 


with considerable reluctance. 

Normally, nothing gives me greater 
pleasure than spreading light. There 
is a story my grandchildren love to 
tell of me, how, when I was but a tot, 
Lord Tennyson chancing to meet me 
in the Broad Walk, asked me what I 
would like to be when I grew up, and 
T replied, “If you please, Sir, a light- 
spreader.” 

It is also recorded that on the fol- 
lowing day, by a strange coincidence, 
Mr. Ruskin also chanced to meet me 
in the Broad Walk, and he too asked 
me what... ete, and I, assuming 
from the inkstains on the fingers that 
it was the same questioner, replied, 
“You heard.” 

Since then I have never looked back. 
I have devoted my life to the illum- 
ination of darkened minds, The 

| thought of other people’s ignorance 
fills me with such a depth of pity 
that whenever I think of it a voice 
within me whispers, “Give!” 

Yet today no such benevolent im- 
pulse stirs me. I feel no concern for 
the spiritual needs of my readers. For 
a question of absorbing urgency fills 
my mind to the exclusion of all else. 

Iam halfway through “Death in the 

| Vestry,” and I want to know where 
ithe Vicar, who would benefit by his 
| aunt’s will, was on the night of June 
115. 


* 


Now, I know the reac- 
= tions this announce- 
ment will cause. A shudder of con- 
sternation runs through the PPU. 
Thousands of pacifists point with 
shaking fingers to these words and 
exclaim with horror, “He delights in 
bloodshed!” ~ ; 

Veteran conchies, sipping their port 
in the smoke-room of the Old Broad- 
Arrovians’ Club, shake their heads 
gadly and murmur, “Bad show!” 

Study circles, recognizing a situa- 
tion of emergency, ignore their 
agendas and get straight down to the 
question—“ Can a Pacifist Enjoy 
Murder Stories?” 


COMMENTARY 


Germany permanently by keeping 
Austria detached from her. 
Nevertheless, I have in mind the 
possibility that Austria herself may 
now desire independence from Ger- 
many. My point is that Austria, and 
Austria alone, should be free to 
choose, if the professions of the 
Allies have any meaning. Austria is 
not a nation of yesterday, but one 
with a historical tradition at least as 
impressive as our own. How would 
Britain react if Russia and USA were 
to settle our fate—as they one day 
may? “Austria,” said Mr. Churchill 
in Nov., 1940, “is one of the countries 
for which we have drawn the sword 
and for whom our victory will supply 
liberation.” What sort of liberation? 


Strong Austrian Culture 


N the question of Austria—as vital as any ° 


to the future of Europe—it is said by Mr, 
Ernest Klein, in an article in the Fortnightly 
(Nov.), that the Slav States of Central Europe 
are opposed to including Austria within any 
federation. “Instead of opening their doors as 
wide as possible to Austria, they prefer her to 
remain within the German Reich.”’ Apparently 
because they are afraid of the prestige and 
attractive power of Austrian civilization. Mr. 
Klein. unlike most British commentators, is 
confident that ‘‘even as the mutilated country 
left over from the old dual Monarchy, Austria 


has the political and economic, as well as the 
cultural strength to maintain her indepen- 
dence.” 


Ideally, Austria should be the centre of a 
great German-Slav federation, That Prussian- 
ized Germany should be the inheritor of the old 
Austrian Reich is one of the monstrous perver- 
sions of history which has gone to the making 
of Hitlerism. If Eastern Europe ig to retain 
any positive allegiance to European civilization, 

| then Austria must be restored to her cultural 
pre-eminence. And the fact that Austria her- 
self is politically weak, but culturally strong, 
presents statesmanship with an opportunity for 
trying to create a European federation that 
would be a house of peace. 


Stalin and Federation 


MS the most authoritative comment on 
the Moscow Conference is Stalin’s own 
speech of Nov. 5. His promise of national in- 
dependence to the smaller countries must not 
be taken at face-value. The day of the politi- 
cally independent and sovereign national State 
ig over. Stalin is a far-sighted and hard-headed 
man. Is his championship of national indepen- 
dence intended to dissipate the chances of an 
Eastern European federation? Of all the 
statesmen of the smaller countries of Europe 
only M. Benes has declared that “in so far ag 
the ideal necessitates some sacrifice of indepen- 
dent action, it must be faced and accepted.” 
That does not go very far; but it goes much 
farther than any other smalj-nation statesman 
has gone. 


And you whose custom it is, when 
footsteps are heard approaching, to 
thrust your thriller under the cushions 
and reach hastily for “Das Kapital” 
or “The Life of George Fox,” say to 
yourselves, “Why does he admit it?” 


* 


HE explanation is 

simple. I read murder 
stories in war-time because I am a 
pacifist. 

At a time when daily reports of 
indiscriminate slaughter are accepted 
as normal, it is ineffably soothing te 
vead about a place where such an 
enormous fuss is made over the vio- 
lent death of a single person. 

It raises one’s hopes, fortifies one’s 
drooping spirits, to permit one’s fancy 
now and again to escape from reality 
into loftier and purer realms; to 
wander into Utopian worlds where the 
whole population is imbued with such 
a profound sense of the sanctity of 
human life. 

That’s where these crime-stories 
land you. Call it Arcady. 


ova 


QNE violent death—just 

one—and the whole 

countryside is roused to horror at the 

tragedy and sympathy for victim and 
bereaved. 

Expert minds, trained to the eluci- 
dation of mysteries, bend the whole 
weight of their wisdom and experience 
to the questions How? When? By 
Whom? and —Why? Yes, that is the 
staggering thing: Everybody wants to 
know WHY! 

In nothing, perhaps, is the contrast 
between these two worlds more start- 
ling than in the methods of announc- 
ing the news of the mangling of 
human bodies. 

You. know how they do it here: 
There’s a prayer, then a hymn tune, 
and then, like the call of some emin- 
ently respectable Chanticleer, that 
familiar note of well-bred cheerful- 
ness— 

“Good morning, Everybody! The 


Continued from page 1 
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The real question is what is the attitude of 
Stalin, not to independent sovereignty, but to 
some sort of European ‘federation’? Equally, 
of course, what is the attitude of Britain? 
Britain has played up against Nazism the 
obsolete idea of independent sovereign States. 
Stalin may have his tongue in his cheek when 
he accepts it. Is it Russia’s turn to play 
balance-of-power politics? 


Evil versus Evil 


@VRANCE, represented by the National Com- 
mittee, is indignant at being excluded by 
the Big Three. Why not, on British profes- 
sions? The excuse will he made that the 
National Committee does not really represent 
France, which is probably true. But the pro- 
test is made on behalf of the France which is 
eternal. 


he fact that the vital decisions are taken by, « 


the Big Three makes nonsense of the claims, 
even of a former ‘‘great Power” like France, 
to independent political sovereignty, Yet 
nationalism has been encouraged and inflamed 
ag the main source of resistance to Nazism. 
How is this flagrant contradiction to be 
resolved ? 

It is the latest form of the contradiction of 
which the whole war is the expression. The 
unification of Europe, for which the Nazis 
fought, ig a good aim, pursued by evil methods. 
By countering evil with evil the good aim is 
still further from accomplishment than it was 
before. 


After Victory—Fascism 


N article by Nicolas Davenport in the 
Evening Standard (Nov. 3) entitled 
“Britain's New Bosses” would have created no 
surprise in Peace News—but in the Evening 
Standard it is a portent. After showing how 
all the political parties are travelling the same 
road, Mr. Davenport says: 

“I am not concerned with political guess- 
work, but with scientific analysis. Clearly, in 
the first post-war election, the wearied fighters 
ang workers will vote for any government— 
Mr, Churchill's above all—which promises them 
jobs, security, more freedom and less taxation. 
In the blessed names of full employment, 
«scientific planning, and control of inflation, the 
post-war Government will be laying the foun- 
dation of the British Corporate, State.” A 

Peace News has hammered away at this 
point for years. But it is the first time I have 
read it in a cireclation newspaper. 


What Atternative ? 


R. Davenport atso makes the point that 
a even if the Socialist party goes into 
opposition, it will have to offer only a revised 
version of the same thing. ‘‘Herbert Morrison, 
Mr. Bevin, Sir Walter Citrine are as much a 
part ef the new manageria] system as Sir 
Andrew Duncan, Mr. Oliver Lyttleton, and 
Lord McGowan.” 

What have politically minded pacifists to put. 
up against this development? Communism, 
Common Wealth—both seem to Mr, Davenport 
(and me) to be marching by different roads to 
the same goal. I do not understand where the 
ILP imagines it is going. If it is anarcho- 
syndicalist in fact, it keeps it very quiet. 

Mr. Davenport is refreshingly ironical about 
the Christian progressives: after saying that 
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DY ck ioe is iat! 


gate smgs! All's right with the world, 
and aur bombers were out over Ger- 
many again last night!” 


But in this strange world I’ve been 
reading of, a horror-stricken voice on 
a telephone says, “Please come at once. 
Something terrible has happened!” 


* 


@ ‘AN such a world exist, 
where standards of 
human value are so reversed? 


It seems impossible, Yet, the other 
day I thought I caught a glimpse of it 
at, of all places, the end of one of 
those news bulletins, when the same 
Voice—with, methought, a slight 
abatement of its customary joie de 
vivre—said, “Here is a police message 
... body of an unidentified man... 
knocked. down , . . any information 
please telephone Whitehall 1212.” 

“Whitehall?” I thought, “but that’s 
in this country! Can it be that Utopia 
is in our midst?” 

I must look into this, Meantime, if 
you will excuse me, I will return to 
the pleasant company of those curi- 
ously sympathetic people who are so 
strangely affected by the news of ~ 
homicide. 


WORDS OF PEACE- 46 


Romanticism 


HE worst is that the children of 
the century, fallen into a most 
distressing disorder, formed the 

conception of a literary and pictur- 
esque Christianity, which betokened a 
degeneracy of mind really unbeliev- 
able, and jinally fell into Romanticism. 


War and Romanticism, what ter- 
rible scourges! And how pitiful to 
see these same neople nursing a child. 
ish and savage love for muskets and 
drums! They did not understand that 
war, which trained the courage and 
founded the cities of barbarous and 
ignorant men, brings to the victor 
himself but ruin and misery, and is 
nothing but a horrible and stupid 
crime when nations are united to- 
gether by common bonds of art, science 
and trade. 

Insane Europeans who plot to cut 
each other’s throats, now that one and 
the same civilization enfolds and 
unites them all! 

ANATOLE FRANCE 

“The Revolt of the Angels,” ch, 21. 


“Pacifists Over the World’’ 


The next Peace News Pamphlet, 
which will contain a record of the 
growth of a world pacifist fellowship, 
will be entitled “Pacifists over the 
world.” The author is Harold F. Bing, 
a member of the Council of the War 
Resisters’ International. 

Supplies will be dispatched to PN distribu- 
tors with the issue of PN dated Nov. 19 (No. 
388). Amendments to standing ordera for 
pamphlets must be received at the PN Office 
by not later than first post on Tues., Nov, 16. 

So many additional orders have been received 
for the October PN pamphlet, ‘“‘The Unknown 
Soldier,” that it will be impossible to fu'fil all 
of them immediately. A reprint ig in hand. 


British corporatism will not be too bad, being 
British, he concludes: ‘Besides, is there not a 
religious revival going on? Will not the 
bishops get us all back to the Sermon on the 
Mount—even if we have to travel via Moscow 
on managerial lines ?”’ 


Pacifist * Cells ” 


UT—it may be asked—why not “a mana- 

gerial society”? The answer, for those 
Socialists or Christians who still dream of a 
classless socicty, is that it will create a new 
ruling class. Mr. Davenport again: 


“Whatever their original class, ,they will 
quickly develop a new class-consciousness as 
managers . .. They will be much better off 
than the rest of the population. Quite apart 
from their good salaries, they wil] receive their 
expenses free of tax—with free holidays thrown 
in-—and they will be able to ‘wangle’ for their 
families and homes the furnishings and luxuries 
and amenities which you and I, the consumer 
milch-cows, will have to pay for at the top 


(controlled) prices—that is, when our turn 
comes on the buyers’ waiting list. This is not. 
unnatural, for there never has yet been a 


ruling class in society which did not feather its 
own nest.” 


Do pacifists fully realize what they—and 
their fellow-men—are un against, and are they 
determined to fulfil what seems to me their 
manifest distinctive “historical mission” as 
envisaged by their prophets, Eric Gill and Max 
Plowman—“to create cells of good living in 
the chaos of the modern world’’? 


— 
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LETTERS to the EDITOR 


Owing to the large number of claims 
on our severely limited space, correspond- 
ents are urged to keep their letters very 


brief 250 worda. 


“Arms and the 
Male’’ 


AKING as my text Owlglass’s 

sentence that “unfortunately it 
has not yet been decided what woman 
really is,’ may I point out that 
woman herself has never acknow- 
ledged the importance of her own 
qualities nor believed herself to be 
of equal worth with man, especially 
in relation to decisions in connection 
with worl affairs. 

In her struggle for emancipation 
her desire Was to attain man’s privi- 
leges, not the realization of qualities 
peculiar to her own nature. Higher 
education meant the adoption of 
man’s education, and her principal 
wish was to show him her ability to 
do in all respects as he did. She 
added thereby a large proportion of 
masculine ideals to an already over- 
maseulinized age, and she was thus 
hindered from bringing her true con- 
tribution to the present one-sided and 
disastrous trend of our so-called 
civilization. 

It igs not natural to woman to en- 
courage waste of life and substance: 
destruction and slaughter are really 
hateful to her, and if she is true to 
herself her instinct should impel her 
to further every effort made in the 
direction of fuller, more satisfying 
and more conscious living, Her edu- 
cation should be directed towards the 


and preferably under 


attainment of knowledge suitable 
for thig end, and she should be 


accorded full power and freedom to 
work with man in the service of those 
things which nature itself has 
decreed she should uphold, 
WINIFRED FISH 
Thurlston Cottage, Sheet, 
Petersfield, Hants. 


“India’s Critical Hour” 


I am deeply grateful for the article 
on “India’s Critical Hour” (PN, 
Oct. 15), which I picked up by 
accident. There is so little mentioned 
about my country, yet much she has 
sacrificed her peoples in this war, 
against their own will. Perhaps some 
realized the situation earlier, so were 
forced to choose between starvation 
or fighting to get a full belly to live a 
little longer. The spiritual ideal 
“lives,” and always will be in our life 
and country, though materialism is 
creeping in. 

I noticed, in one daily newspaper 
last week, the mention of these “food 
centres” opened throughout Bengal at 
a nominal charge of 5d. a meal. 
What can the people of England 
understand by that? Only what 
generosity and help the British 
Government are showing to the 
starving peoples. Fivepence a mpal: 
so cheap! In my country, the poor, 
the poorest, the middle class even, 
haven’t even a pice (i.e. a farthing) 
in the pocket at the present moment, 
to pay for that fivepenny meal, which 
you consider so cheap. That is why 
they are starving and dying. 

Your wages here have risen according to 
food prices (equivalent), but my poor country’s 
salaries and wages are the same now as in 
peace time. Food has gone up four times and 
more: milk, for instance, is 12 annas (equal to 
1s.) per pimti; rice (if it can be got) is Rs, 50 
(£4) per hundredweight, whereas previously it 
was about Rs, 10. These are only a few in- 
stances. How many countries have had some 


flag day or collection in their aid? But never 
for my country, India. 


So you are organizing an “Indian Freedom 
Campaign.” very one of you who help my 
country is bringing about India’s freedom, her 
independence. Our blessing will be with you 
always. India’s call is—‘‘Ahimsa” (ie. non- 
violence), but it is also the Word of God. 


(Mrs.) RADHA RANI BORKAR 
27 Clarendon Rd., Leeds 2. 


“Prison for Women” 


Having read the pamphlet “Prison for 
Women,” it was with some misgiving that I 
accented a sentence of 21 days’ imprisonment 
at H.m. Prison, Holloway, instead of paying 
the comparatively small fine of £5 given as an 
alternative. ~ 


_I do not for a moment doubt the authenti- 
city of the occurrences set forth in this pam- 
phiet but feel that, grouped together as they 
are, if may easily deter women from deciding 
on taking the course of action which they really 
feel to be right. My own nersonal experience 
shows that the inside of Holloway is at least 
as clean as parts of Dick Sheppard House! 

Sa te would-be prisoners I would say that 
conditions as pu€ forward in “Prison for 
Women” do not exist in all of Holloway all 


the time. 
(Miss) UNA L. FORWARD 


Correspondents continue the discussion of 


Mechanization and Mass Production 


AY I proffer these several 

statements for meditation, 

since there is no room here 
for argumentative support. 


1. 


It is quite erroneous to couple, as 
Claude Birtwistle does, Socialism 
and Christianity as though a 
Socialist society were synonymous 
with a Christian order of society. 

It cannot be altogether intellectu- 
ally honest to call oneself a Christian 
Socialist. At best it is very confusing 
to others. for Socialism and Christ- 
ianity spring from contradictory 
affirmations and premises. It is true 
that much socialist propaganda js in- 
fluenced by Christian ethics and 
indeed by Christian example; but 
socialism unscrupulously “borrows” 
from Christian teaching ethies which 
are not substantiated by its world- 
view. 


ise 


The prevailing belief that if pro- 
duction and distribution could be so 
organised as to satisfy every desire 
of everyone, individual and social 
happiness would result, is totally and 
absolutely false. 


Assuming that happiness is the 
ultimate and ovredominant aim of 
mankind (which it is net) such happi- 
ness. far from being capable of 
attainment by the satisfaction of 
ever-multiplying desires, can, on the 
contrary, only be approximated in so 
far ag man restrains his desires, and 
even severely limits his necessities. 
The vain attempt to satisfy a multi- 
plicity of desires spells certain death 
to any culture. 


3. 


The primacy given today in theory to “social 
wellbeing,” and organization to that end, is an 
inaccurate solution to a badly formulated 
“social problem’. The very word ‘‘wellbeing” 
is a social misnomer. It shoulg be welfare. 
“Being” personal and not a_ social 
order, 


Now mechanization of work is not of itself 
destructive of social welfare, nor necessarily 
injurious to individual wellbeing, so long as it 
is not seen, nor used, as a means to “ample 
leisure and creative play.’ For it is just be- 
cause man can see no greater meaning in life 
than the prospect of idleness and play, that he 
is tearing society to pieces in his humiliation 
and rage. 

4, 


And this opens up the fundamental and in- 
escapable issue which distinguishes Socialism, 
and anv other social ideology, from all reli- 
gions, It ig this: 


That, proceeding from objective and natur- 
alistie premises, socialism maintains the whole 
man io be confined within the limits of the 
material universe. Thus the fulfilment of man’s 
potentialities and desires (his destiny in other 
worda) is attainable in this world, through the 
exploitation of nature. 


And that man cannot attain true wellbeing 
by any social organization which ignores this 
fact: nay—further, which does not regard this 
relationship and correspondence with a spiri- 
tual realm as the cardinal values of human life 
—and the primary directives of human en- 
deavour. 

Depending upon the acceptance of one or the 
other of these premises, one is or ig not a 
secialist. If the first is true the issue of the 
degradation of man through mechanization 
does not arise, except in an aesthetic sense, 
which can only be transitory. If the second is 
true, then only that work, mechanized or other- 
wise, which ia performed “to the glory of God” 
¢an increase and ennoble the stature of man 
and the welfare of society. 

FREDERICK LOHR 
Garnilech, Lianover, Abergavenny, Mon. 


is of a 


Pure Pacifism 


Margery South has raised an issue of para- 
mount importance. We pacifists, in our love 
for our own particular religion or philosophy, 
have over-emphasised our fundamental differ- 
encea at the cost of our fundamental agree- 
ments, 


Pacifism pure and simple, undeveloped by 
theological or philosophical dogma, is the 
doctrine of constant and uninterrupted striv- 
ing for human harmony. As such, it is not the 
child of any particular religion or school of 
thought, for in some form or another it has 
been the doctrine common to almost all the 
grent teachers and thinkers in history. 

The desire to convert our fellow pacifists to 
our own particular way of thinking is under- 
standable. It should not, however, cause us 
to forget this pure form of pacifism which 
must surely find some place in the religion of 
philosophy of each one of us, and which is 
both our common endeavour and humanity’s 
greatest need. Western pacifism has suc- 
cumbed to this tragic weakness, and the whole 
pacifist witness has been weakened by self- 
centred interests, suspicion ang intolerance. 
met I think I may say, is the poorer 
or it. 

Space does not permit justice to be done to 
this huge problem. We can only plead that 
every pacifist organization in the country 
becomes alive to its burning relevance. The 
PPU. as revealed by the recent resolution of 
its National Council, may well do much for 
the unification of the pacifist movement. 

DONALD SCOTT 
Denewood, Queens Rd., 
Wilmslow, Cheshire. 


FANHE discussions under the above 
heading are one of the most 
useful and constructive things 

that pacifists are at present doing. 
If we ean clarify cur minds and forge 
both an economy and a_ philosophy 
which can solve the twin probiems of 
mass-unemployment or war without 
robotism, we have something really 
concrete to offer the world. 

First let me sav that T agree almost 
entirely with Wilfred Wellock’s sen- 
timents and theories regarding 
modern industrial society. Neverthe- 
less, like C. C. Nicholas and others, I 
do not feel that the advocates of an 
idealized mediaevalism are making a 
practical contribution to modern pro- 
blems. 

We have to find and offer an alter- 
native to the modern mess which is 
both practical and acceptable. 


A BAD EXAMPLE 


Tt is a pity that C. C. Nicholas should 
have used.such bad examples out of 
the “hundred and one processes” from 
which he could have chosen to illus- 
trate his point . 

I well remember the first large 
rotary press being fitted at my firm. 
The result on us was slavery to an 
inhuman monster with a gargantuan 
appetite for more and yet more reels 
of paper. The forest scene behind 
those reels of paper must not be 
forgotten. ‘ 

Overtime became colossal, quality 
of work and craftsmanship shocking. 
We could not work too many hours at 
processing to keep the thing going. 
If it stood idle it cost £80 an hour. 
Meanwhile the old presses, with their 
staffs of skilled minders, stood with- 
out work. It did the work of twelve 
of them! 

What was the background of such machinery? 
Football pools, film going, and other narcotics. 
It had to he. We were just Nibelungen. 

The modern tendency is for these machines 
to run day and night and to have a “crew” of 
men few of whom are skilled in the old sense, 
Mechanically it does the printing (often in 
severa] colours), counting, folding, stitching, 


and so on. Warehousing and all sorts of other 
cost plus time are cut, 


WEAKEST TO THE WALL 


Consequently only the firma which possess 
the most modern monsters get the jobs. If 
yours is a little outdated, you don’t get the 
jobs; your machine becomes a gigantic white 
elephant eating up terrific overheads, and in 
peace time you find your way to the streets. 

This kind of business demands enormous 
capital compared with byegone 
Apprenticeship becomes a farcical attachment 
to a very small sub-section of a craft, and 
when one becomes a “journeyman” the business 
of earning a living is far too serious and easy 
to bother any more about ‘“‘craft”. 

Many are quite content that it should be so. 
There are usually strong Iabsur organizations 
to protect ‘“‘craft’’ interests and good money. 
So why worry? Care killed the cat! 

Theirs is not the worry; the worry is on us, 
who see, or should see, the whole; and the 
problem is not nearly so facile as A. G. Scott 
suggests, In one sense we are producing for 


“use only” now. 
L. THORNTON 
Excelsior, Hazlemere Rd., Penn, Bucks. 


The Power of God 


The weekly Commentary by “Observer” is 
greatly appreciated by readers of Peace News. 
It is a Jantern amid an appalling darkness. 
But ‘‘Observer” himself appears to have missed 
his way, for in last week’s issue he says: “If 
God is omniscient, can he be omnipotent?” 

Surely, God's omnipotence lies in his refusal 
to trespass upon our freedom. When we prefer 
darkness to light, he suffers — experiences 
erucifixion—but refuses to interfere. We mor- 
tals of earth, almost invariably, use power to 
crush opposition, and we are apt to attribute 
to God this use of power, 

Christianity “up to crucifixion point” is a 
costly business. So costly that no nation in the 
whole world has built its civilization in accord- 
ance with the principles laid down by Christ. 

War confirms the conviction that only a 
truly Christian civilization can stand, We 


believe in the ultimate victory of God over the 
sin and the stupidity of our planet. The chal- 
lenge, surely, is: “To be TODAY what we who 
profess discipleship would have the world to 
be TOMQRROW.” 

(Rev.) G. SHILTON EVANS 
The Vicarage, Pontypridd, Glam. 


Le 


A Mechanistic 
or a Human 
Society? - 
WILFRED WELLOCK 
ONE SHILLING (postage Id) 


standard@® 


4 hee basis of the Peace Pledge Union is 
the following pledge which ia signed 
‘¥ each member: 


if RENOUNCE WAR AND I WILL NEVER 
SUPPORT OR SANCTION ANOTHER. 

The address to which new signaturea of 
the pledge shouid be sent, and from which 
further particulars may be obtained ia: 


| F_eu.+#« PPU HEADQUARTERS, ¥ 
| Dick Sheppard House, Endsleigh St, W.C.1. 


“EDUCATION 
FOR PEACE” 


THE: Annual General Meeting this 

year asked the National Coune® 
to do something to stimulate study 
‘work in the PPU. I have had the 
interesting job of making recom- 
mendations as to how best that might 
be done. 


1 find that there are many different 
ideas among our leading thinkers and 
very different views and habits among 
groups and area officals as to the 
place, purpose, and means of study 
best suited to our movement, 


We decided, as a first step, to pro- 
duce a Study Handbook for 1944, It 
is being published at 6d., under the 
ambitious title, ‘‘Education for 
Peace.” Not that the pamphlet 
claims to be that, but its subject is 
no less than that. 


SUBJECT-MATTER 


The Handbook is in four parts. 

It considers the place of study in 
the work of the PPU and suggests 
how much time an average group 
might allot to study next year. It 
finds as fit subject-matter the main 
themes of our own activity, the nature 
of the pacifist faith. the form and 
spirit of our movement, the work of 
public service we try to do, and the 
campaigns by which we try to stimu- 


late reforms. 
It considers next how study work 
should be done, what preparations 


should be made, how the meetings 
should be conducted, what kind of dis- 
cipline members should impose upon 
themselves. Lastly, it gives a short 
directory of other organizationg and 
of the facilities they offer for indi- 
vidual and group study. ! 


The suggestions made in the Hand- 
book are of a general nature. But, 
without any attempt to push all 
groups into any one pattern, a spect- 
men study programme for 1944 is 
sketched, and even if it is not suit- 
able for your own group it may sug- 
gest how the group should set.about 
planning for itself. 


INFORMATION WANTED 


One of the difficulties has been that at Head- 
quarters we don’t know enough about the study 
work that has been done in the PPU. We have 
asked once or twice that groups shoutd tell us 
if they used the two earlier Study Ontlines ang 
what happened, or if they followed a pro- 
gramme of their own devising. Only one or 
two replied. 

I don't think this means that the PPI 
doesn’t do much study work, I think it means 
that we don't report our experience of if, par- 
ticularly when the experience hasn't been too 
successful. But if national organization is to 
offer any useful advice it must have these facta, 

So will you write to me about the study work 
your group is going ta do and has been doing, 
and also let me have your comments and 
criticisms of the Handbook? 


FURTHER PLANS 


The attempt to encourage study work will 
not end with the publication of this pamphlet. 
We shall have to do something more about 
making available summaries and bibliographies, 
developing more competent speakers and les- 
turers for the week-end schools, co-ordinating 
the efforts of special research groups. 

I would like to remind you in passing that 
there is quite a good little library at Dick 
Sheppard House: from which books can be 
borrowed very cheaply. (We badly need a 
volunteer to put in some work on it, too!) 

We hope some Areas will find it worth while 
to have special conferences on study. London 
Area has organized one for this week end. 
Priority has been given to group representa- 
tives, but there will be room for some indivi- 
dual members, and it is hoped that some people 
from other Areas may be able to come. 

The conference is at 8 Endsleigh Gdns., 
W.C.1, and the first session is at 8 p.m. to- 
morrow (Sat.). Tea will be available but you 
should bring some food. After tea there will 
be a social, ending about 7.30 p.m. There are 
two more sessions on Sunday, at 10.30 a.m. 
and 2 p.m., with time for lunch at the nearby 
British Restaurant. 

The conference is to launch the Study Hand- 
book and to discuss further action. I am to 
speak at each session, but there is to be 2 
different chairman for each, 


Roy Walker 


‘Please note cur only address 


C.A, BROCK & Co, Ltd. 
79 SOUTHERN ROW, LONDON, W.10. 


For all Printing & 
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Kirkcaldy By-flection 


PACIFIST OPENS 
CAMPAIGN 


ENRY  Hilditch, prospective 

Christian Socialist candidate 

for the impending Kirkcaldy 
Burghs by-election, opened his cam- 
paign this week with a series of meet- 
ings in the Methil and Buckhaven 
area, He is also to address an open- 
air meeting in Kirkcaldy tomorrow 
afternoon (Sat.), and on Monday he 
will be supported at a meeting at the 
Pathead Hall by the Rev. John A. 
Anderson, formerly of Methil. 

The publicity leaflets for these 
jnitial meetings are carrying the five 
slogans on which the campaign is 
being fought. In addition to a strong 
plea for peace by negotiation—‘‘un- 
conditional surrender will only streng- 
then Fascism: terms must be stated 
which will encourage the overthrow of 
reactionary Governments’—the pro- 
gramme includes a demand for nation- 
alization of the mines and other basic 
industries, social security, higher pen- 
sions, and better housing. Already 
considerable interest has been aroused. 


Dovelas Young, who is standing as a Scot- 
tigh Nationalist, is also opposed to the present 
war and has served a sentence of 12 months 
imprisonment for refusing to submit to medical 
examination. But he is not a pacifist and is 
reported to have stated, at a Buckhaven meet- 
ing, that there must be a Scottish war effort 
under Scottish control. The Labour Party can- 
didate haa not yet been chosen, 


Edinburgh and Glasgow PPU have offered to 
help the campaign, and it is hoped that other 
Scottish members will be able to assist by going 
into the constituency for any time between now 
and polling day to undertake canvassing, leaflet 
distribution, poster parading, staffing of com- 
mittee rooms, etc. 

Offers of help should be sent to Donald Port, 
agent to Henry Hilditch, c/o Hegie, 154 Taylor 
St, Aberhill, Methil, to whom also gifts of 
money should be directed. 


“THE NEGATION OF 
CHRISTIANITY ” 


Concern that the Government’s 
declared policy of “unconditional 
garrender” is being accepted by the 
Church, as well as by the general 
public, without challenge, has led the 
Peace Pledge Union, Fellowship of 
Reconciliation, and Society of Friends 
in Beckenham to join in sending to 
local clergy a letter expressing that 
eoncern, describing the Government’s 
policy as “the negation of Christian- 
ity,” and inviting them to meet the 
signatories to discuss the matter. 


With each letter were enclosed copies of the 
PPU leaflet “Will Victory Ensure Peace?” and 
the Friends’ Yearly Meeting message ‘To All 
Men Everywhere.” This is an opening worth 
frying by other PPU groups. 


C.0.’s Fourth Sentence 


THREE YEARS PENAL 
SERVITUDE 


NE of the worst cases of 

“cat and mouse” treatment 

in the army has now 
reached, a climax. 


Harold Johnson, a Christian paci- 
fist, who had been rejected by the local 
and appellate tribunals, was called up 
in August last year. He consistently 
refused orders, and his first two 
courts-martial gave him four months’ 
and twelve months’ imprisonment, 
during which terms he twice appealed 
unsuccessfully to the Northern Appel- 
late Tribunal. 


Harold Johnson’s third  court- 
martial took place at Bradford in 
August, when he was one of four COs 
awarded long terms of detention— 
eizhteen months in his case, Follow- 
ing protests, these sentences were 
suspended for the other three COs, 
but Harold Johnson remained in 
Northallerton detention barracks, and 
as he continued to refuse military 
otders he was again court-martialled 
there on Oct. 11 and sentenced to three 
years’ penal servitude. 


The Central Board for COs is 
making strong representations that 
this would not have arisen if Harold 
Johnson had not been sent to deten- 
tion in a military detention barracks. 

Merioneth British Legion executive commit- 
tee protested to the Board of Education, Nov. 
7, against the appointment of COs as teachers 
by the county education committee, according 
to the Daily Express. 
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RE RELIEF FOR GREECE ? 


On Sep, 24 Mr. Dingle Foot told the House of Commons that “in view of 
the better harvest in Greece, the improvement in recent months in the food 


sttuation in Athens and other Greek 
maintained.” 


cities and towns seems likely to be 


We pointed out here that that picture was contradicted by 


the statement of the escaped Greek Minister, George Exintaris, who declared 


that the crop was deficient by 150,000 


Eeintaris was right, Foot terribly 
wrong. A message from Ankara 
| (Man. Guard., Nov, 2) declares that 


“About 590 Greeks dieq of hunger in the 
| working-class quarters of Athens and the 
Piraeus in the firs, fortnight of October .. . 
Greece, it is stated, is facing an unparalleled 
catastrophe owing to the food shortage.” 


R. Exintaris is in London, re- 
peating to Lord Selborne, 
and to the press, the plea 

from the Swedish-Swiss Commission, 
made in September, for an additional 
4,000 tons monthiy of relief supplies. 


On Oct. 14 Mr. Foot told Mr. De La Bere 
that, apart from an earlier request for stock- 
fish which had been refused, and requests for 
small quantities of milk and soya flour that 
were to be sent, “‘no other requests have been 
received from the Commission since July.” By 
Oct. 26 this had become (in a reply to Reginald 
Sorensen) “the other requests the Commission 
made have been met or are still under con- 
sideration.” 


Still, as we reported last week, he did not 
know what other appeals Mr, Stokes had in 
mind when that tenacious Member asked him 
about the avpeals made by the Commission 
“and by other responsible spokesmen such as 
Mr. Exintaris.” Yet Mr, Exintaris had already 
seen Lord Selborne and made the appeal for 
4,000 tons monthly! 

Mr. De La Bere carried the probing process 
a stage further on Nov. 4 by asking whether 
the Ministry would allow an additional 4,000 
tons monthly of meat. fish, and rice, and in- 
creased supplies of milk and fats in the near 
future (as Exintaris had asked). Mr. Foot 
regretted that he could give no assurance that 
they would. 


Into this apparentlv hopeless situ- 
ation came news of the Cairo broad- 
cast, published only in Hellas 


tons and that stocks were gone. 


(Oct. 29) and briefly mentioned here 
last week. The Allied Governments, 
Cairo had said, were prepared te 
allow a further 2,500 tons monthly, to 
begin in November or December. 
The significance of. this can now be 
revealed, 

The s:atement was made on the authority of 
American official circles. Greek officials in 
London believe that in Washington, where the 
4,000 tons propesal was also under discussion, 
a compromise agreement has been reached on 
2,500 tons. 

As these notes went to press it was antici- 
pated that the House of Commons would debate 
this matter on the adjournment yesterday 
(Thurs.}, and the query at the head of this 
column may by now be redundant. The House 
of Commons may finish what Washington has 
well begun. 

The real value of the success will be achieved 
only if Parliament is convinced that the mis- 
statements and evasions of the last few weeks 
are only the latest examples of the unaltered 
policy of delay which the Ministry has pursued 
since August 1940. If they are so convinced 
they will not tolerate further delay in com- 
mencing relief work in Belgium. This time* 
London should show Washington the way. 


BELGIUM’S URGENT NEED 


The urgency of relief for Belgium is under- 
lined by Dr. Linz’s October survey. 

“Many people say that the present situation 
is better than in 1941,’ he concludes. ‘“‘They 
base their statements on the slight imvrove- 
ment in the food situation. In fact, this is 
better in so far ag the theoretical distribution 
of potatoes, which practically were not avail- 
able in 1941-42, is now realised. And so the 
population get the 1240 (or 11607) calories 
they could not get before. 

“But this ration is less than half of a normal 
diet . . . the health eituation is not better, If 
any change has occurred, it is rather for the 
worse . . the physical resistance to disease 
grows smaller every day.’ 


November IZ, $943 


Premier and the 


VW omen 


HATEVER one may think of the 

Prime Minister, one must admit 
his boundless audacity, damned impu- 
dence, and colossal self-assurance. 
He told 6,000 women, to their faces, 
in the Albert Hall on Sept. 28, 1948, 
‘that they were no further advanced 
than the Stone Age—and got away 
with it! He said that only our age 
and the Stone Age would have 
thought women fit to do the dirty 
work of war, 


_ The women—bless ’em—mesmer- 
ized by Winnie’s rhetoric, swallowed 
this compliment like mother’s milk. 
That’s no reason why pacifists should 
take this insult pacifically. We, at 
any rate, claim to have got beyond 
the Stone Age, and to be partly civil- 
ized, even if we were not all at Har- 


row, and resent being classed as 
naked hairy savages, though we are 
very grateful to Mr. Churchill for 
publicly endorsing our contention, 
that people who engage in war are 


barbarians! 
“SEMI-CIVILIZED” 


Mr. Churchill’s words (as reported in the 
press) were: ‘This war effort could not 
have been achieved if the women had not 
marched forward in millions and under- 
taken all kinds of taska and work for which 
any other generation but our own—unless 
you go back to the Stone Age—would have 
considered them unfitted.”—Ed., PN. 


Germany has already lost on the 
field of battle more than twice as 
many men as in the whole of the last 
war, said Lord Selborne, Minister of 
Economic Warfare, at Gosport on 
Oct. 15. German dead in the last war 
numbered 2,050,466.—D, Express. 
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ACCOMMODATION 


C.O. AND WIFE require cottage, flat, fur- 
nished or unfurnished rooms, eastern Leeds. 
Moore, 55 Tennyson Av., Mexborough, 

C.0. AND WIFE URGENTLY need flat, 
furnished or unfurnished, or rooms in Ealing, 
Southall, Hanwell, Heston, or Hounslow dis- 
trict. F. Ross, 149 Uxbridge Road, Feltham, 
Middlesex. 

DERBYSHIRE HILLS. Food Reform Veg- 
etarian Guest House for happy. holidays or 
Festius recuperation; all muuern cutmlurts 
A and K. S. Ludlow. The Briarsa. Crich. Mat- 
lock (Station: Ambergate: Tel Ambergate 
a4) 

FOR ALL properties to-be let or sold in 
N.W. London and Districts, apply to McCraith 
and Brooks. Auctioneers and Surveyors, 44 
Market Place, N.W.11. (Speedwell 9888 ,5 
lines}, who will give special attention to the 
requirements of pacifists. 


GUILDFORD, Farnham, Godalming Areas. 
C.O. (agriculture), wife and young baby re- 
quire flat, house, or bungalow, furnished or 
unfurnished. Purchase considered. W., c/o 
Kay’s Bookshop, Bramley, Guildford, Surrey. 

INDEPENDENT, blind music student, aged 
21, with guide dog and own piano, seeks: ac- 
commodation, Write Anne Burrows, c/o Royal 
College of Music, South Kensington, 

LAKE DISTRICT, Beck Allans, Grasmere, 
attractive vegetarian Guest House for restful 
or strenuous holidays. Open all year. Phone 
Grasmere 129, 

NOTTINGHAM DISTRICT. C.0. and wife 
(two children) urgently need house to rent 
(max, 17/6) or buy (max. £500). Box 180 PN, 
3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 

REST HARROW, newly decorated caravan, 
to let, nr. Croydon, close bus services, ample 
land to rent for smallholding, poultry etc., if 
desired. Box 177 PN, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 

THE MONASTERY Guest House. Comfort- 
able Winter Holidays amid peaceful sur- 
roundings. From 4 guineas. Write: H. and 
E. A, Williams, Capel-y-Ffin, nr. Llanthony, 
Abergavenny, Mon. (In no way connected 
with the Llanthony Brothers.) 

UNFURNISHED HOUSE or Flat wanted in 
Cambridge or district; 2 adults; ex, refs. Tout, 
Hangingwood, Standon, Ware, Herts. 

URGENT. Pacifist couple, baby expected, 
neeq unfurnished accommodation, Oxford dis- 
trict. Hoare, 178 The Avenue, Kennington, 
Berks. 

WOKING, Guildford, Godalming or near, 
house or self-contained accommodation wanted 
for C.0., wife, and expected baby. Box 179 
PN, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 

WYE VALLEY (and Forest of Dean). 
Guest house in own parkland 150 acres. Very 
tranquil. Mild district. Delightful walking 
entre. From £3. “Lindors,” St. Briavels, 
Glos. 

YOUNG MAN requires bed-sitting room, 
breakfast, and evening meal. Esher-Surbiton 
district or Hampton Court, Ling. Write, Box 
171 PN, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 

YOUNG PACIFIST COUPLE urgently need 
house or flat near Uxbridge, Oliver, 69 Castle 
Rd., Northolt, Middlesex. 


‘EDUCATIONAL 


FIND RECREATION and new power 
serve through speaking and writing. Corre- 
spondence (also visit) lessons 6s, classes 
1s. 6d. Dorothy Matthews, B.A., 32 Primrose 
Hill Rd.. London, N.W.3. 

“30 YEARS OF KNOWING HOW!” Study 
Sienwriting, an interesting and remunerative 
profession, by post. Terms, Sylvester Studios, 
BCM/CATESQUE, London, W.C.1. 


to 


CLASSIFIED 
ADVERTISEMENTS 


FOR SALE & WANTED 


BOOKS BOUGHT, any kind, market price. 
Rev. G. T. Peet, 9 Chatham Rd., Worthing, 
Sussex. 

CHILD'S bicycle, 20in. or smaller, for coun- 
try boy to reach school. Box 172 PN, 3 Black- 
stock Rd., N.4. 

LAMB BRAND Typewriter Ribbons, Clean- 
est, longest, 3s, 6d. each, postage paid; 10s. 
three; 18s. 6d. six. - Name models, colours, 
Peace News. Hardmans, 15 Prospect Place, 
Preston. 

SOFT TOYS. Fred Page regrets delay in 
executing orders, and cannot take fresh orders. 

WANTED, Everyman’s Encyclopedia, good 
condition; state price. Also Wesley Bredy's 
“England during Wesley.” Lynch, Desford 
Rectory, Leicester, 


LAND & COMMUNITY 


VACANCY for man in market gardening 
community, Gloucester Land Scheme, Hemp- 
stead, Gloucester. 

VACANCY FOR woman to help in Com- 
munity household of three men, one woman, 
three children. Market gardening, income 
pooling group, scope for music. Ellerslie, Sully 
Rd., Penarth, Glam. 


LITERATURE, &c. 

CHRIST IS COMING. Paradise to be re 
stored on earth. Read ‘“‘God’s Picture Book,”’ 
3d., from Secretary, Prophetie League, 21 Pop- 
lar Grove, New Malden, Surrey. 

GIFT FOR C.O.s in prison. ‘How Green 
Was My Valley.” Relatives write. Marshall, 
21 Wheatlands Drive, Bradford, Yorks. 

BOOKS LOANED to C.0.3 on land, eté.; 
without obligation. Write for list Marshall 
ay above. 

QUAKERISM. Information and literature 
respecting the Faith and Practice of the 
Religious Society of Friends, free on applica- 
tion to the Friends’ Home Service Committee, 
Friends’ House, Euston Rd., London,N.W.1. 


MEETINGS, &c. 


BROMLEY, High St., Meetings on Indian 
Freedom, Nov. 13: Negotiated Peace, Nov. 27 
and Nec. 11; and Food Relief, Jan. 1. 

WANTED, a Yorkshire welcome to Patrick 
Figgis! speaking at W. Yorks. P.P.U. Regional 
Meeting, Friends’ Meeting House, Woodhouse 
Lane. Leeds, 3 p.m., Sat., Nov. 20. 

WILFRED WELLOCK will speak on Sat., 
Nov. 20, to Smethwick Christian Pacifist 
Group, in St. Stephen’s Hall at 4 p.m. Picnie 
tea.“ All heartily welcome. 


PERSONAL 


BIRTH. Saldanha, on Nov. 4, to Dorothy 
and Sebastian Saldanha, of 64 Riverside Drive, 
Mitcham, a son. 


CONTACT CORRESPONDENCE CLUB. A 
satisfactory medium for those desiring con- 
genial pen-friendships. Particulars, stamp, 
Secy., PN, 19 Ty Fry Gardens, Rumney, 


Cardiff. 

JOIN Victory Club, 84 
Honevwell Rd., for congenial pen- 
friends. Stamp. 

POST-WAR _ relief and reconstruction. 
Austrian writer gives lessons in German, Lon- 
don area. Phone Terminus 1715. Miss Travers, 
1 Adelaide St.. W.C.2. 

WOMAN (28) wishes join group basing work 
on daily prayer seeking first the Kinedom of 
God. Box 170 PN, 8 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 


SITUATIONS VACANT 
FRIENDS’ School, Saffron Walden, Essex. 
Wanted, Jan., Assistant Matron for the Junior 
House. Mending, light household duties, and 
some supervision of children aged 7-9 in out- 
of-school time. Applications to Headmistress, 
Junior House. 


Correspondence 
S$.W.11, 


HEN CORRESPONDING with 

PN about an_ advertisement, 
quote its first words, classification 
and date. 


ISPLAYED Advertisements. MAX- 

IMUM space allowed: Three 

column-inches. LATEST TIME for 
copy first post Friday. 


EE 
SITUATIONS VACANT (Cont.) 


MARKET GARDENING. 
quired as pupil and help. Employer a C.O. 
Good home and pleasant surroundings. County 
of Somerset, Full board and lodging with small 
weekly allowance for general expenses, Box 
174 PN, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 

QUALIFIED assistant manager (male or 
female), also to act as superintendent, required 
for good-class chemist’s business in country 
market town, Early hours, and no Sunday or 
holiday duty, Duties would, briefly, consist of 
taking charge of dispensing, manufacturing of 
medicinal, veterinary, and toilet preparations. 
Apply, giving particulars of experience with 
copy references and salary required, to J. 
Thomas (Garstang) Ltd., Market Place, Gar- 
stang, nr, Preston, Lanes. 

SMALIL CQ-ED, boarding school requires 
teacher, general subjects, for group 8-10 years; 
also gardener-handyman to share work with 
another. Apply, giving particulars of experi- 
ence and references, Box 178 PN, 3 Blackstock 
Rd., N.4. 

VEGETARIAN GUEST HOUSE in central 
Lake District requires someone with imagina- 
tion and initiative to undertake or help with 
cooking, Will anyone interested apply to Isabel 
James, Beck Allans, Grasmere. 

WANTED. DOMESTIC helpers and 
gardener, Hurtwooq’ School, Peaslake, 
ford. Abinger 119. 

WANTED, Housemother for Junior Depart- 
ment in co-educational school, West Country. 
Also, violin teacher, violin, orchestra and some 
other music teaching. Box 176 PN, 3 Black- 
stock Rd., N.4. 

SITUATIONS & WORK WANTED 

C.0. DESIRES remunerative work to supple- 
ment small salary. Versatile and alert. Any 
offer considered. Further particulars sup- 
plied. Box 143 PN, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 

C.0., exempt, requires position music master, 
progressive school, Piano, Voice Production, 
Harmony, and Orchestral Work, Box 173 PN, 
8 Blackstock Rd.. N.4. 

FARM BUILDINGS repairs, Devon, Corn- 
wall, Somerset. Walls, roofs, ceilings, floors, 
chimney stacks, stoves, grates, furnaces, ship- 
pon concrete out etc., plumbing, water services, 
pumps, reservoirs, hot water systems ete. 
Fvans, Weir Quay, Bere Alston, Yelverton, 
Devon. 

MARKET GARDEN/Farm work with accom- 
modation required by strong, keen man (single, 
2 pears ace all types work except 
milking. Free early December. 

3 Blackstock Rd.. N.4, Box 27d. PN 

MARKET GARDEN or Fruit Growing. Man, 
aged $1, seeks to increase experience: live in: 
within 50 miles Avlesbury: any district if 
cattace for family, Box 172 PN, 3 Blackstock 
Rd., N.4, 

NOISY and unreliable Electric Clocks over- 
hauled. Pacifist in dire straits, Patey, Arne- 


Young man _=re- 


lady 
Guild- 


' wood House, Sway, Hantg, 


PRAM HOODS re-covered (black only), 
large 37s. 6d., small 35s., delivery 14-21 days: 
cream lined, 7s. 6d. extra, if desired. Send 
(parcel post), Osborne, 44 ‘High St., Barn- 
staple, N. Deven. 


"MISCELLANEOUS 


MRS. J. HAMILTON, psychologist, correct 
breathing; simple, scientific, rejuvenating 
health and_ vitality. Consultations daily. 
Western 8935. 

REG. G. BAILEY, M.S.F., N.C.P., member of 
British Health Freedom League. Osteopath and 
Naturonath, ex-Maidstone College Graduate 
C.O. Natural treatment of disease. Consulta- 
tions by appointment. 134 Hoppers Rd., Winch- 
more Hill, N.21. Palmers Green 7868. 


